
SGB Arts Network -  Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Statement

The SGB Arts Network believes its community of artists and network team play a unique role in
modelling the humanity in all of us. We strive to model a socially just network ecosystem that
reflects the South Georgian Bay region demographics and practices the values of equity,
diversity, and inclusion through the responsibilities of supporting, promoting, and advocating for
the members.

We respect all communities and individual artists with which we work. We strive for ongoing
reflection on patterns of racism, sexism, heterosexism, cis-sexism, classism, ableism, nativism,
ageism, religion, body type and other forms of discrimination that can negatively affect access to
opportunities to create and make a living in the arts.

We will strive to achieve a socially just artist network through ongoing practice, reflection and
assessment in the following areas:

● Arts & Culture: provide support for and value a diversity of art forms and artistic genres
from around the world.

● Staffing and Network Leadership: we welcome a diversity of artists and administrators
demographically representative of the communities we serve and are committed to
elevating equity in their work.

● Community Partnerships: create authentic and mutually beneficial relationships and
collaborations within the arts and business community for the network and our members.

● Network Environment: build a culture that provides professional development and
ongoing reflection on eliminating bias and creating equity in our internal- and
external-facing work.

Definitions

Equity: fairness and justice for all people.

Diversity: variety, multiplicity, and intersectional.

Inclusion: authentic representation, empowered participation, full access, and true belonging.

As this network becomes more established and the membership grows, the Network Team is
committed to a yearly evaluation of the diversity, equity and inclusion statement to ensure it
reflects the values and needs of the ever-evolving membership.


